[Management of elderly patients with aneurysmal subarachnoid hemorrhage].
Clinical features of 61 elderly patients aged over 70 years with ruptured intracranial aneurysms were compared with those of 328 younger patients aged under 70 years. According to a policy of early operation, elderly patients with Hunt and Kosnik's grade I, II and younger patients with grade I, II, III were operated on in the acute stage. In elderly patients with grade III, IV and younger patients with grade IV, the indication for surgery was determined case by case. Surgery was performed on 29 patients (48%) in the elderly group and 277 patients (86%) in the younger group. Our conclusions are as follows: 1. Regarding cases of grade I, II and III of Hunt and Kosnik's classification, the rate of good outcome in the elderly group was similar to that in the younger group, following early surgery and meticulous post-operative care. 2. In the elderly group, no patient in cases of grade IV obtained good surgical outcome. 3. Symptomatic vasospasm was less frequent in elderly patients (18.8%) than in younger cases (37%). 4. Delayed operation was planned for some patients in the elderly group, but none of them underwent surgery because of rerupture of aneurysms and deterioration of general condition.